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F'HE DAGUERREOTYPIST,




ALITTLE PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY

(18391925)




DAGUEREOTYPES:

Very Popular from 1840860
Were not produced from a Negative

Images are highly polished. Lighting very Important
Daguerreotypes were made in a variety of sizes:

Some Popular Sizes:

Y Plate 4 Y4 X 5 % Inches
YaPlate 3Y4X 4%YInches

There were smaller sizes as well.

Photograph sittings often took a very long time. Sul
Had to be still for a long period.




Cral gos Daguerreil an R

Database of Daguerreian Photographers in the United S
From 18391860.

www.daguerreotype.com

Sample Entry:

Hesler, Alexander

Listed as a photographer in Chicago, Ill., From 1855 to
Hesler was listed as a daguerreian at 22 Metropolitan Bl
Chicago, with various residence addresses.

Information corrected to November, 1997:1996, 1997
John S. Cralg.
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Daguerreotype, Photograph & Fine Art Gallery,
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Daguerreotype ¥4 Plate Size. Abraham Lincoln in 184
Collection of the Library of Congress.

Oldest known Photograph of Abraham Lincoln.



AMBROTYPES:

Nearly All Ambrotypes were Portraits.
They were produced between 1854 and 1881.

Reached height of popularity between 1856 to 1857.

Picture was taken on a prepared plate of glass and back
by a dark surface.

Colored clothing or drapery was often featured in Ambrot
Photographs.
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Unknown Men. Sometime Photographer listed on frc

This photograph is unique. It is dated January 8, 18
Take note that the photograph is also cracked.

Ambrotype

Y4 Plate Sizé




TINTYPES:

Wi dely produced from 1856 1 n
Very popular because of their durability.

They were inexpensive to make and more durable than anythi
Avalilable at the time. They represented the same sizes as the

Ambrotypes & Daguerreotypes.

The photographic surface was actually a piece of metal coated
with emulsion, a silver or salt solution.

Tintypes could be shipped or carried easily without the risk of
shattering. They were very popular for Civil War soldiers

If ever in question about whether a tintype, use a magnet.




Tintype photographs were very popular.

Occupational photographs were well recel
Bricklayer pictured above plying his trade.




CARTE-DE-VISITE (CDV)

Used from 1858.910. Very popular from 1860 to 1890.
Standard size of 4 ¥4 X 2 2 Inches.

Usually had a Photographer benchmark on back of photo.

Were often put into photo albums. Images were often someti

Duplicated with Cabinet Cards.

Varied width of photos. Used to determine age of photo. Early
photos were thinner.

To help date. Sometime Revenue Tax Stamps were used on b
photo. These date from August 1, 1864 to August 1, 1866.




& \\ PHOTOGRAPHED BY :
NJ. SMITH, Sr. /w
(| (successor 1o J. m. xr:m)
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’ LEBANON, PA,
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Christopher Baney (178¥872). Photo taken on February 1, 1866
In Lebanon, PA. Benchmark on back is J. Smith Jr. of Lebanon




HELP DATING THE CARTE -DE-VISITE:

Dating:

Cards .010 to .020 inches (.5mm or Less) date from 1858 to 18¢
Cards .020 to .030 inches (.5mitbmm) date from 1869887.
Cards .030 to .040 inches (.75rimm) date from 188Q900.
Cards greater than .040 inches (1mm or more) date from 190D

For Example:

To date a CDV from 1858 to 1869.
.5mm or Less (Equal to 5 sheets of Paper stacks)

Card Corners:
Square Corners predominated from 1858 to 1871.
Rounded Corners were usually used from 1871 to 1910.




ADDITIONAL HELP DATING CARTE _-DE-V1 S1 TE (

Card Colors:

The earliest cards from 1858 to 1859 were on white cards.
Sometime they were darkened or yellowed for age.

White was also commonly used 1874, though on thicker stock.
Gray or tan cards were used 18
Yellow was common from 186%4.

A variety of pale colors like lavender, green, blue, etc. were uséd
18731910. Some have one color on front and another on back

Chocolate brown or black cards were used 187.7




CABINET CARDS:

Very popular from 1866 to

With the decline of t he CD
and latest trend.

Used widely in photo albums.

Photo size 5.5 Inches X 4 Inches.

Often had Photographer benchmark on front and back of

Extra prints were easily made available.







